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LifeWay  declines 
sale  of  Glorieta  to 
Olivet  University 


ftriirfi|n  Resources  his  ‘de-  center  to  the  Baptist  Conven- 
ddn)  not  to  ga  forward"  with  tion  of  New  Mexico  (BCNM) 
the  sale  a t  its  Glorieta,  N.M.,  for  one  dollar.  Following  a 
conference  center  to  Olivet  feasibility  study,  however, 
University,  a  San  Francisco-  the  state  convention  deter 
baaed  school  which  found  it-  mined  it  would  be  too  costly 
self  in  media  crosshairs  after  to  renovate  and  maintain  the 
the  possible  sale  became  pub-  property 
lie  in  July.  ine  executive  director  of 

LifeWay,  in  announcing  the  New  Mexico  convention, 
its  derision  Oct.  17,  cited  a  Joseph  Bonce,  declined  cotn- 
UfeWay-inituted  study  by  ment  on  this  latest  develop 
National  Association  of  Evan-  ment  in  Life  Way's  effort  to  aril 
geticals  representatives.  OBv-  Glorieta,  according  to  a  BCNM 
et  had  agreed  to  the  inquiry,  spokesman, 
which  focused  on  the  theo-  The  study  of  theological 
logical  compatibility  between  compatibility  between  Life- 
LdeWay,  a  Southern  Baptist  Way  and  OH  vet  primarily 
entity  baaed  in  Nashville,  and  focused  on  accusations  that 
Olivet,  a  school  with  ties  to  Jang  and/or  his  followers 
Korean  Christian  leader  David  have  promoted  a  heresy  that 
Jang  who  has  weathered  her-  Jang  is  the  "second  coming 


NAS  for  their  thorough  work. 
We  will  now  renew  our  pursuit 
of  viable  options  for  the  sale  of 
the  property." 

Toe  fall  text  of  Olivet's  re¬ 
sponse.  "Olivet  University 
leadership  has  been  made 
aware  that  Ufewvy  Christian 
Resources  plans  not  to  pro¬ 
ceed  with  the  transfer  of  the 
Glorieta  Conference  Center. 
Olivet  intends  to  farther  dis¬ 
cuss  the  derision  of  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources’  leader¬ 
ship  in  moving  forward  and 
continuing  negotiations  in 
hopes  an  agreement  can  be 
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Very  soon  the  United  States  will  be 
voting  in  one  of  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  presidential  elections  we  have 
ever  had.  In  and  oat  of  Southern  Baptist 
life,  Christians  across  America  are 
praying  about  this  election  and  calling 
others  to  pray. 

Our  instinctive  expectation  when 
we  pray  is  for  bod  to  intervene  in  the 
circumstances  and  situations  we  bring 


work  in  their  lives. 

Let’s  dig  a  little  deeper  into  why 

we  can  experience  joy  as  a  fruit  of  our 

prayers. 

■  The  first  way  a  Christian  learns 
to  pray  u spraying  as  jn  exp.easion  of 
need  to  the  Lord  who  loves  us  and  gavi 
Himself  for  us.  The  Gospel  tells  of  our 
‘an  ,he  Jesus  made  to  sav 


■  Ihe  third  way  a  Christian  learns  to 
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but  the  rail  price  is  in  the  story." 

The  museum,  which  opened 
in  September,  is  the  partial  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  a  decade-kx^  dream.  Be¬ 
fore  Hurricane  Katrina  struck  in 
2005,  seminary  trustees  approved 
the  construction  of  a  new  campus 

in _ i  ii  • 
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other  saoll  portions  date  to  the 
1800s. 

In  addition  to  the  original  man¬ 
uscripts,  the  museum  uses  profes¬ 
sional-quality  facsimile  editions  of 
important  manuscripts.  Facsimile 
copies  utilize  high-resohition,  full 
color  photographs  of  each  page  of 
the  original  document,  preserving 
details  and  chwartaristics  of  the 
ancient  manuscript 

The  Hebrew  section  features 
facsimiles  of  the  two  leading  He¬ 
brew  manuscripts  that  serve  as 
the  basis  for  the  Old  Testament 
text  in  modern  Bible  translations. 

Greek  Displey 

The  third  section,  which  focus¬ 
es  on  the  Greek  Old  and  New  Tes¬ 
tament  manuscripts,  includes  fac- 
simiies  of  five  major  oodices.  The 
focal  point  of  the  Greek  section 
is  the  Coder  Vaticanus  facsimile 


BIBLE  ON  DISPLAY  —  A  high-resolution  facsimile  copy  of 
the  Greek  New  Testament  manuscript  Codex  Sinisticus.  was 
donated  to  New  Orleans  Seminary's  Bible  and  archeology 
museum  by  Milbum  end  Nancy  Calhoun.  The  original  manu¬ 
script,  dating  to  the  mid-300s,  i*  the  oldest  end  most  com¬ 
plete  New  Testament  manuscript  available.  (BP  photo) 


ANCIENT  RECORD  KEEPING  -  Bearing  an  eerie  resem 
blance  to  modern  laptop  and  tablet  computers,  ancient  clay 
tablet*  inscribed  with  Akkadian  cuneiform  writing  were  used 
for  keeping  record*  of  transactions  or  contracts.  The  tablets 
are  on  displey  at  New  Orleans  Seminary's  Bible  and  archeol¬ 
ogy  museum.  (BP  photo) 

space  adjacent  to  the  Greek  sec-  Holdings  indude  aoomorphic 
bon,  and  includes  a  wide  range  of  vessels,  day  tablets  inscribed  with 
objects  such  as  Oialcotithic  peri-  cuneiform  writing,  Roman  glass, 
od  cups  dating  to  3£00  B.C.,  and  and  numerous  day  vessels  for 
Byzantine  period  jugs  and  storage  cooking  and  storage, 
jars  dating  to  500  AJ).  According  to  Cede,  the  museum 


printing  press  which  revolution¬ 
ized  the  distribution  of  Scripture. 

Handwritten  manuscripts 
from  this  time  period  often  tea 
tured  “illuminations,''  colored 
drawings  and  ornaments  along 
with  the  text.  Warren  calls  the  il¬ 
luminated  manuscript  “the  multi- 
media  of  its  day  ." 

Hie  museum  features  two  il¬ 
luminated  pans  from  12th  and 
14th  century  Latin  Psalters.  The 
highlight  in  the  Latin  section  is  an 
original  page  from  the  Gutenberg 
Bible,  the  first  Bible  printed  for 
mass  distribution. 

Early  English  Bibles 

The  last  section  of  the  mu¬ 
seum  focuses  on  early  English 
Bibles,  highlighted  by  the  Ge¬ 
neva  Bible  (1562)  and  the  1617 
edition  of  the  King  James  Bible, 
its  third  printing. 

According  to  Warren,  part 
of  the  wonder  of  the  Bible  is  the 
great  price  so  many  have  paid  to 
ensure  that  people  have  access 
to  God's  Word  in  their  own  lan¬ 
guage.  “It  wasn't  simply  a  heavy 
financial  price,  although  Codex 
Siniaticus  for  example,  probably 
would  have  been  15- to- 20  years 
worth  of  wages  for  the  average 
person.  The  heavy  price  was  paid 
by  the  loss  of  eyesight  on  the  part 
of  scribes.  It  was  paid  by  some 
who  literally  gave  their  lives  to 
defend  the  copies  during  times  of 
persecution. 

“Others  were  killed  simply 
for  translating  the  Bible  into  the 
language  of  me  common  peo¬ 
ple.  Wiliam  Tyndale  died  for 
his  role  in  translating  the  Bible 
into  English.* 

Hie  museum  will  be  open  dur¬ 
ing  regular  New  Orleans  Semi¬ 
nary  office  hours,  8  a.m.  -  5  p.m., 
Monday  -  Friday,  with  trained 
guides  available. 
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not  want  to  bt  reminded  of  their  disobedi¬ 
ence  to  God  and  their  rebellious  spirit. 

When  that  first  gin  took  place  Adam 
and  Eve  went  running.  They  were  afraid 
and  hid  from  God  while  that  is  an  impos¬ 
sible  thing  they  thought  they  could  But 
then  God  called  to  them,  "Adam,  where  art 
thou?"  God  vdowiD  intervene  and  pro¬ 
vide  a  sin  covering  reached  out  to  Adam 
and  Eve  at  the  cross  and  to  you  and  to  me. 
The  problem  that  Adam  and  Eve  had  is 


tie  title  of  this  article  has  nothing 
to  do  with  many  of  you,  and  I  can 


to  do  with  me.  For  lam  confident  th* 
many  of  you  wouldjoin  with  roe  in  saying, 
‘I  glory  in  the  croaa  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  Yet 
over  the  past  lew  weeks  it  has  been  inter¬ 
esting  to  watch  as  the  auas  has  been  in  the 
new*  because  it  is  a  problem  to  people.  Let 
me  share  with  you  just  three  quick  news 
items  about  the  cross  that  have  caught  my 

The  first  event  toohplace Jn  ecrivi- 

m  New  York.  You  may  recall  that  to  all 
of  the  destruction  and  the  debris  after  the 
iaBol  the  Twin  Towers  on  9-11-2001  there 


the  problem  that  we  have.  God  is  not  the 
problem.  The  cross  is  not  the  problem 
Our  sm  is  the  problem,  and  we  do  net  want 
to  look  at  our  sinfulness  and  our  separa¬ 
tion  from  God  So  as  the  atheist  said. 
That  cross  makes  me  sick!"  Asthepubhc 
retorions  people  at  the  school  said  "we 

don't  want  to  o&end  anyone."  So  let’s  just 


The  Problem  with  the  Cross 


don't  want  to  oSead  anyone."  So  let's  just 
do  this.  Let’s  take  die  cress  down  from  the 
res  Memorial  Gardens,  remove  the  cross  thal 

:  is  the  reminder  nf  the  sacrifices  of  stodiere, 

*y  and  we  will  just  airbrush  the  cross  off  of 

**  the  faces  of  the  students. 

Sadly,  sometimes  people  want  to  stop 
f-  smgjng  about  the  cross,  preaching  about 

the  cross,  or  simply  sharing  their  tesb- 

mony  with  someone  that  the  croes  is  where 
sat-  Jtsus  died  and  it  is  where  we  can  live.  It  is 
«y  the  most  glorious  spot  and  time  in  human 

at-  events  when  God  Almighty  gave  His  only 
JC-  begotten  Son  so  that  we,  the  rebellious 

children  of  God  could  be  bought,  restored, 
of  rescued,  renewed,  and  saved  the  cross, 
i 

first  The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
edo  jfutral^mbcbjorg. 
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Submission  Guidelines  ^ 

Tha  Baptist  Record  is  plaasad  to  publish 
nows  and  photographs  of  spacial  eventi 
that  taka  place  in  cooperating  churches 
of  tha  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 

Maws  submit  tad  for  publication  in 
Tha  Baptiat  Record  must  be  either  (a) 
typewritten,  (b)  needy  primed  on  8  1/2 
by  tl-incti  paper,  or  (c)  neatly  primed 
on  standardized  forms  provided  by  tha 
newspaper.  All  articles  must  be  received 
in  writing;  no  articles  will  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electroni¬ 
cally  to  tire  address  below,  and  must  be 
contained  in  the  message  segment  of 
an  e-mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus 
thrsats.  no  taxt  attachments  will  be 
accepted.  Photograph  attachments  are 
permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who.  what,  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  e  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black 
and  white.  Instant  photos  and  digital 
printouts  aragot  reproducible.  Digital 


All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop¬ 
ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people. 
No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only 
photographs  wiN  be  primed.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published 
one  time  only.  News  'terns  end/or 
photographs  depicting  benefit  ■>  and 
activities  for  secular  or  outSK  ,  organiza¬ 
tions  will  not  ba  published.  Deadline  for 
submitting  news  is  one  Week  prior  to 
requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive 
will  be  published  on  a  space-available 


Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record.  P.O.  Bom  530.  Jackson. 
MS  39205-0630.  FAX  (601)  292-3330. 
E-mail:  beptistrecordftmbcb.org. 
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BOMB  BLAST  -  Charles  Aboud  inspects  gaping  holes  from 
shrapnel  that  pierced  his  bedroom  wall  near  the  site  of  a 
car  bomb  that  killed  a  top  Lebanese  intelligence  officer  and 
injured  scores  of  bystanders  in  Beirut.  (BP  photo) 

Lebanon’s  shaky  peace 
in  question  after  massive 
car  Dombing  kills  nine 

BEMUT  Lebanon  IBP)  —  Drops  nan’s]  dvfl  war  in  the  Isle  1980s. 
rf  dried  blood  lead  like  bread  "Only  God  knows  which  r— 
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ments  from  the  eamlosion,  bro¬ 
ken  windows,  door  frames  blown 
inward  by  the  blast 

Pictures  of  Maronite  Catholic 
saints  on  the  walls  remain  un¬ 
harmed,  which  Aboud  regards  as 
a  miracle. 

Their  pockmarked  verandah 
offers  a  dear  view  of  the  crater 
left  by  the  car  bomb  in  Beirut’s 
Aahrafiyeh  district.  A  few  black¬ 
ened  husks  of  cars  lie  nearby. 
The  side  street  where  the  attack 
occurred  sits  silent,  sealed  off 
and  guarded  by  Lebanese  sol¬ 
diers  and  polioe. 

On  other  streets  in  the  area, 
however,  the  bustle  already  has 
returned.  People  come  and  go, 
drink  coffee  in  cafes,  sweep  up 
broken  0ms  and  debris  from  the 
blast  into  small  mountains  for 
removal.  For  their  part,  ,’inud 
and  Charles  are  thankhd  to  be 
unhurt,  unlike  others  in  their 
building  injured  by  shatter  ng 
glass  and  shrapnel  They  sav  it  s 
tune  to  get  back  to  normal  life 
—  or  what  passes  for  normal  in 
Beirut's  cauldron  of  contending 
religious  sects  and  armed  pobti 
cal  group*. 

Welcome  Id  Lebanon,’ 
Chaika  saws  with  1  wry  grim 

The  lebaneae  verson  of  nor¬ 
mal  might  not  return  ao  quickly 
this  time,  or  return  at  aft. 

-Tiroes  are  very  tense  here,’ 
says  a  veteran  Christian  worker 
and  observer  of  Lebanon's  pohti- 
cal  scene.  ’Some  are  comparing 
it  to  times  near  the  end  of  [Leba- 


Wl  """  1 

1:|  . 

to  look  at  it,*  Weihan  re¬ 
counted.  “Because  be  was  a  new 
beBevet,  be  didn't  know  how  to 
preach  Gospel,  but  he  told  me, 
Tfs  good.  You  need  a  Bible.  You 
needthe  Gospel" 

Frve  yean  later,  at  a  Christ¬ 
mas  party  hosted  by  Joshua, 
Weihan  and  his  wife  placed  their 
frith  in  Jesus  and  were  baptized 
the  following  year.  Over  the 
next  decade,  Weihan  founded 
a  house  church  called  Antioch 
Victory  Church  and  started  the 
Holy  Spirit  Trading  Co.,  a  Chris¬ 
tian  punltaHug  house.  Ms  com¬ 
pany  worked  to  translate  Chris¬ 
tian  books  into  Chinese  and  also 
sold  Christian  literature  with 
government  pomiflnoB. 

The  lack  of  Christian  books 
and  Bibles  among  many  Chris¬ 
tiana  spurred  Weihan  to  give 
them  away  to  believers  across 
China,  without  government  au¬ 
thorization.  ’In  America,  you 
can  go  to  a  bookstore  and  find 
many  Christian  hooka,  and  you 
can  hire  a  Bible  from  Walmart,' 
he  said,  "but  in  China,  you  can’t 
find  a  Bible  in  a  typical  book¬ 
store  or  market  It’s  not  legal.* 

Giving  away  the  books  was 
risky.  A  Chinese  Christian  was 
sentenced  to  two  years  in  prison 
for  merely  receiving  three  unau¬ 
thorized  Christian  books. 

’But  our  people  need  the 
teaching  from  God,*  Weihan 
said.  "They  need  God’s  Word.’ 

In  the  early  morning  hours 
of  Nov.  28,  2007,  about  30  po- 


wrong  to  my  govoumem. 
Weihan  recalled. 

Police  also  arrested  his  wife 
in  front  of  their  daughters, 
Grace  and  Lilly.  Zhang  was 
released  after  Questioning, 
but  police  also  too*  Weihan  s 
younger  brother  and  his  wife 
into  custody.  Weihan  aaid  the 
police  tortured  his  brother  so 
severely  that  they  caused  kid¬ 
ney  damage. 

Weihan  was  charged  with  il¬ 
legal  printing  and  distribution 
of  Christian  literature,  but  by 
this  time  bis  case  had  garnered 
international  attention.  News 
of  his  arrest  landed  in  USA 
Today,  placing  an  unwelcome 
spotlight  on  China  as  it  tried 
to  convince  the  world  ahead 
of  the  2008  Summer  Olympics 
in  Beijing  that  it  protects  reli¬ 
gious  freedom. 

Weihan  was  ieieased  on  bail 
in  January  2008  after  authori¬ 
ties  said  there  wasn’t  enough 
evidence  to  proceed  with  the 
charges,  but  three  policemen 
kept  tahis  on  him  24  hours  a  day. 
"when  we  went  to  my  father  s 
home  to  have  dinner,  people  fol¬ 
lowed  us,’  Weihan  said.  Svhen 
we  went  to  a  friend’s  home,  they 
followed  us  too.  When  we  went 
to  the  market,  they  followed  us 
—  everywhere.* 

On  March  19,  2008,  authori¬ 
ties  arrested  Weihan  once  again, 
charging  him  with  being  a  ’dan¬ 
gerous  religious  element."  Al- 


.  2009,  Weihan 
was  sentenced  to  three  years  in 
prison  and  fined  $22,000  for  il¬ 
legal  business  practices.  He  said 
his  attorney  was  under  bouse 
arrest  and  could  not  attend  the 
court  session.  The  sentence  in¬ 
cluded  time  eeaved  since  his 
first  arrest,  meaning  he  would 
have  to  spend  the  next  year  and 
a  half  in  prison 

*1  was  not  surprised  that  I 
was  arrested  and  put  in  jail,  be¬ 
cause  in  Bible  times,  Jesus  was 
tortured,’  Weihan  said  through 
his  daughter  Lilly's  translation 

During  his  time  in  prison, 
he  shared  cells  with  as  many  as 
30  other  people,  some  of  them 
murderers.  “The  people  in  there 
have  no  hope,*  he  said.  They 
are  just  waiting  to  die.* 

Weihan  gave  them  the  hope 
of  Jesus,  preaching  the  Gospel 
to  his  cellmates  and  baptizing 
everyone  who  believed.  M  told 
them  that  Jesus  can  give  them 
new  life,’  he  said. 

He  also  preached  to  the 
guards,  some  of  whom  turned 
to  Jesus  in  faith.  When  Weihan 
asked  for  a  Bible,  a  guard  gave 
him  one  that  had  been  con¬ 
fiscated  from  a  prisoner,  and 
Weihan  started  a  Bible  study  in 
his  cell. 

"China  isn’t  like  America,*  he 
said  through  Lilly.  "You  can't  do 
prison  ministry.  Somebody  has 
to  actually  become  a  prisoner  to 
preach  to  them  " 
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Count/*  Children's 
Ministry  Day  at 
North  Morton 
Church.  Shown, 
back,  are  Kaitiyn 
Scales,  Destiny, 
Moore,  Hunter 
Ragan,  and  Mi- 
cheat  Ray  Latham; 
front,  Logan  Lea 
Phillipeon,  Vaden 
Latham,  and  Brady 


The  Crystal  Ridge  Singers  of  CRYSTAL  RIDGE  CHURCH, 
LOUISVILLE,  celebrated  their  30  year  anniversary  with 
a  goapel  singing  at  the  church  Sept.  30.  Shown,  front  are 
Sheila  Fleming  and  Minnie  Hudspeth;  back.  Carolyn  Hieaw, 
Donnie  Hieaw,  and  Carol  Pugh. 


FIRST  CHURCH.  TUPELO,  held  a  deacon  ordination  service  Oct  7.  Shown  are  Brian  Alexan¬ 
der.  Fredrick  FtaM.  Joahua  Phillip  West.  Scott  Emision,  Phillip  Poe,  and  pastor  Chad  Grayson 


SHILOH  CHURCH.  SOWTAG.  ordained  Luka  Martin  to  the 
gospel  ministry  Oct  14.  Showji  are  pastor  Andy  FulNngton 
with  Martin  and  his  family  -  Malania,  Roy,  Grace,  Hannah, 
and  Chios  Martin. 
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TCU  HLS  CR  HLS  ZCFPYTNFSTH  OE  • 
ZLYAOHW  CIH  CR  Y  BIAS  LSYAH, 

TYN  CR  Y  PCCN  ZCTEZOSTZS,  YTN  CR 
RYOHL ITRSOPTSN.  / 

ROAEH  HOFCHLW  CTS:  ROGS 
Clue:  Z  *  C 

knowledge.  A  Kina  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  pussie.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puaJe:  Jude  Twenty-One 
By  Charles  Nn,  1*31-2004,  C  2005 


College  News 
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bod  Bievms,  ai rector  ot  rsctf  tries, 
grounds.  and  maintenance  at 


TV,  Patrick  Earley,  a  senior  from 
Raoeland,  La.,  and  president  of 
Student  Government  Aaoodation 
(SGA),  Darua  Thomaaon,  a  junior 
iivin  west  .  otm,  orenoe  Woiorip, 
asaistant  professor  of  education 
and  vice  president  of  student 
services,  Valerie  Bridgeforth, 
administrative  director  of  hous¬ 
ing,  Kevin  Lewis,  architect  with 
Landry  and  Lewis  Architects, 
Sean  Sumrall,  contractor  with 
Larry  J.  Sumrall  Contractors, 
Hugh  Dickens,  chairman  of  the 
university's  Board  ofTrustees. 
and  Tommy  King,  president  of 
WCU,  turn  the  shovels  during  the 
groundbreaking  ceremony  for 
ttvs  new  women's  residence  hall 
at  WCU  on  October  17. 


In  other  College  News: 

>■  The  Blue  Mountain  Collage 
guest  artists  and  area  singers  on  No 
of  the  administration  building.  Adn 


College  Chorale,  under  the  direction  of  Greg  Long,  will  join  with 
a  on  Nov.  3  to  present  Handel’s  Messiah  at  7  p  m.  in  the  auditorium 
ing.  Admission  is  free. 


Staff  Changes 


I  Expository  Prolong 


Doctor  of  Ministry  in  Eaputocoey  Preaching 

•  Oppurnedty  far  •  Ououndin*  Theology 

■rViruai  womb  *  and  MMom  fscuky 


CALVARY  CHURCH. 
HATTIESBURG,  has  ceiled 
J  J.  Holland  ea  minster  of 
preechooifcNIdren. 


CEDAR  GROVE  CHURCH.  COLUMBIA,  hoe  culled  Todd 
Sumrall  ee  pastor,  ahown  with  his  wife,  Tammy,  and  children 
Wesley  end  Lindsey. 


Stephan  Offoni  Center* 
bmulthil.  18-ecre.  retreat-like 
ictttog  to  Memphis,  Tenn. 


interaction  and  ettoiwy 
rrlstnl  projects 


Irtilh  is  nol  relative* 

I  iihI  it  111  llir  <  Mu  wlni  is  tin  \\.i\.  It  1 1 1  It ,  and  lift*. 
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Jeremiah  urges  Christians  to 
vote  according  to  their  values 


•As  Christians,  the  nn,  hd„. 

Bible  tells  us  that  we  are  )ess  -  ^  to  two  action 
to  be  salt  and  light  in  the  Christians  can  take  -  pray, 
world,  and  the  time  has  andvote. 

mmo  for  „«  m  lot  nor  "The  Old  Testament  teaches 

come  tor  ua  to  let  our  if  w  humbk  ogives 

voices  be  heard  and  our  prayi  God  will  hear  from 
votes  be  counted  '  heaven  and  heal  our  land,* 

_  Jeremiah  says.  The  New  Tes- 

OavM  Jeremiah  tament  assures  us  that  the  fer- 
-  vent  prayers  of  righteous  men 

pastor  of  Shadow  ma|,.e  3  difference.* 
Mountain  Cammunlty  Voting,  Jeremiah  says,  is  an 
a'urcl'  obligation.  ‘In  the  last  elec 
L  ,  nnnnlsr  tion,  less  than  half  of  those 

spea£r?n  Mississ^and  wK 

haT  preached  at  the  annual 

meetme  of  the  Mississippi  d.'“  re*lsteF.’  **  than^halt  of 


EL  CAJON,  Calif.  IBP  and 
local  reports)  -  Author  and 
pastor  David  Jeremiah  has  re¬ 
corded  a  video  urging  Chris¬ 
tians  not  to  vote  according  to 
their  political  party  but  to  vote 
according  to  tneir  values. 

In  the  six-minute  video, 
the  senior  pastor  of  Shadow 
Mountain  Community  Church 
in  El  Cajon,  Ca.,  urges  Chris¬ 
tians  to  pray  for  the  nation  and 
to  vote. 

“As  Christians,  the  Bible 
tells  us  that  we  are  to  be  salt 
and  light  in  the  world,  and  the 
time  has  come  for  us  to  let  our 
voices  be  heard  and  our  votes 
be  counted,"  Jeremiah  says, 

"and  this  time  when  you  vote, 
don’t  vote  your  geographical 
location.  Don't  vote  your  re¬ 
ligious  denomination.  Don't  the  video,  adding,  “Spiritu- 
vote  your  political  affiliation,  ally,  we  have  marginalized  the 
Don't  vote  your  racial  identi-  Bible.  We’ve  trivialized  mar 
fication.  Don't  even  vote  your  riage,  and  we’ve  neutralized 
union  obligation.  the  church.  America  today  is 

"This  time  when  you  vote,  in  great  turmoil.  It  feels  like 
vote  your  values.  Vote  your  be-  the  soul  of  our  nation  has  been 
Befe  Vote  your  convictions.,  taken  from  us.’ 
and  if  candidates  want  your  Christians,  he  says,  ‘are 
vote,  let  them  earn  it  the  old  fully  aware  of  the  precarious 
fashioned  way.  Let  them  make  situation  in  which  we  find  our- 

commitments  to  your  values,  selves:  economically,  sptritu-  -it—- -  -—-  ■ 

and  let  them  know  that  you  in-  ally,  and  politically,’  and  yet  question  is.  Is  America 
tend-to  bold  them  responsible  *  *we  fed  rather  powerless  to  do  isbed  with  God? 


them  actually  went  to  the  polls 
and  voted.  Our  young  men 
and  women  give  their  limbs 
and  their  lives  to  ensure  our 
freedom,  and  we  don't  even 
trouble  ourselves  to  vote.  No 
wonder  we  ate  in  the  mess  we 
are  in.* 

Jeremiah  doses  by  tell¬ 
ing  viewers,  *1  have  been 
asked  this'question  over  and 


VOTING  VALUES  —  David  Jeremiah,  pastor  of  Shadow  Moun¬ 
tain  Church  in  El  Ca|on,  Ca.,  radio  host  and  author  of  multipie 
books,  has  ralaaaad  a  video  appealing  to  Christians  to  vote  their 
values  when  they  go  to  the  polls  on  Nov.  6.  (BP  photo) 
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Survey:  Obedience  can  be  a  sticking  point  for  many  Christians 


NASHVILLE.  Tn.  -  Making 
personal,  sacrificial  decisions  in 
order  to  better  obey  Christ  is  a 
key  attribute  to  a^  individual’s 
spiritual  growth,  according  to  a 
survey  of  American  churchgo¬ 
ers  by  LifeWay  Research,  a  di¬ 
vision  of  LifeWay  Christian  Re¬ 
sources  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  in  Nashville. 

Yet,  the  study  also  found  less 
than  one-third  of  churchgoers 
strongly  agree  they  are  follow¬ 
ing  through  in  specific  aspects 
of  obedience. 

“Obeying  God  and  Denying 
SelT  is  one  of  eight  attributes 
of  discipfoahap  identified  in  the 

. . . . .  Dnripleship 

study  conducted  by  LifeWay 
Research.  Each  of  the  eight  at¬ 
tributes  consistently  shows  up 
in  the  lives  of  believers  who  are 
progressing  in  spiritual  maturity 

Toe  study  produced  the 
Transformational  Discipleship 
Assessment,  which  measures 
an  individual’s  spiritual  growth 
in  each  of  the  eight  areas  of  de¬ 
velopment. 

Scott  McConnell,  director 
of  LifeWay  Research,  said  the 
Obeying  God  and  Denying  Self 
attribute  'does  not  measure 
a  specific  list  of  sins  to  avoid. 
Rather,  it  uuges  whether  an 
individual  has  an  obedient 
posture. 

“When  it  comes  to  obedience, 
a  spiritually  mature  disciple  of 
Christ  has  a  loving  motivation 
to  obey  God,  the  self-awareness 
to  know  they  must  be  proactive 
to  avoid  bad  decisions  and  the 
humility  to  confess  sins  they 
commit.* 

The  survey  reveals  64%  of 


churchgoers  agree  with  the 
statement,  *A  Christian  must 
learn  to  deny  himself/herself  in 
order  to  serve  Christ  Nineteen 
percent  disagree  with  the  state- 


easy 


'  Obeying  God  is 
aen  a  person's  own 
match  God’s,’  McConnell  said. 
"Until  believers  have  the  same 
mind  as  Christ  denying  their 
own  natural  desires  will  be 
hard.’ 

'the  survey  measures  confes- 
sio  1  of  sins  and  asking  God  for 
forgiveness  as  one  component 
of  the  Obeying  God  and  Deny¬ 
ing  Self  attribute.  When  asked 
bow  often,  if  at  all,  they  person¬ 
ally  ’confess ...  sins  and  wrong¬ 
doings  to  God  and  ask  for  for¬ 
giveness,"  39K  indicate  every 
day  and  27%  say  at  least  a  few 
times  a  week.  Eight  percent  of 
respondents  say  they  rarely  or 
never  confess  sins  and  wrong¬ 
doings  to  God  and  ask  forgive- 


1  Transformational  Discipleship 

OBEYING  GOD 
and  DENYING  SELF 


Swwy  oi  zero  StnMUm  Ho*i  sis  cSusSfowi 


A  Christian  must  learn  to  deny 
himself/herself  in  order  to  serve  Christ. 


64% 


&\  ,itc\\av 


Sin  was  not  only  addressed 
after  the  fact.  The  survey  also 
asked  individual  churchgoers 
how  proactive  they  are  in  avoid¬ 
ing  sin  with  the  statement:  ‘I 
try  to  avoid  situations  in  which  1 
mi~ht  be  tempted  to  think  or  do 
immoral  things."  Three-fourths 
agree  with  the  statement,  but 
only  32%  strongly  agree.  Eleven 
percent  disagree,  and  16%  re¬ 
sponded  indifferently 

The  survey  also  examined  an 
individual's  inclination  to  ad¬ 
just  their  attitude  through  the 
statement:  "When  1  realize  my 
attitude  does  not  please  God,  I 
take  steps  to  try  to  fix  it."  More 
than  80%  agree  with  the  state- 


RESEARCH' 


ment,  but  only  j»%  strongly 
agree.  Fifteen  percent  neither 
agree  nor  disagree,  and  four 
percent  disagree. 

The  survey  also  reveals  other 
actions  that  can  positively  im¬ 
pact  the  scores  of  individuals  on 
the  Obeying  God  and  Denying 
Self  attribute: 

■  Attending  a  worship  service. 

■  Making  a  decision  to  obey 
or  follow  God  with  an  aware¬ 
ness  that  choosing  His  way  may 
in  aome  way  be  costly. 

■  Being  disripled  or  men¬ 
tored  one-on-one  by  ivtqore 
spiritually  mature  Christfen. 


1 _ 1 .  m L^.,4 

DOOR  aDOUl 


Reading  the  Bible  or  a 

XHit  what 


t  is  in  the  Bible. 


of 


factors  of 


tus  of  unbebeving  acquaintances. 

■  Setting  aside  time  for 
prayer  of  any  kind. 

McConnell  noted  that  Obey¬ 
ing  God  and  Denying  Self  is 
the  only  one  of  the  eight  attri¬ 
butes  of  discipleship  that  was 
predicted  by  more  frequent 
worship  attendance.  “Many 
peopfe  think  of  obeying  God 
as  something  they  must  do  on 
their  own.  However,  it’s  dear 
through  the  research  findings 


that  the  teaching, 
ment,  and  account 
corporate  worship  have  a 
impact  on  obedience.’ 

The  findings  on  obeying  God 
and  denying  self  are  part  of  the 
largest  discipleship  study  of 
its  kind.  Results  from  each  of 
the  eight  attributes  of  spiritual 
maturity  will  continue  to  be  re¬ 
leased  over  the  coming  months. 

To  help  pastors,  churches 
and  individuals  measure  spiri¬ 
tual  development,  LifeWay  Re¬ 
search  used  the  study’s  data  to 
develop  a  questionnaire  for  be¬ 
lievers,  called  the  Transforma¬ 
tional  Discipleship  Assessment 
(TDA).  This  online  evaluation 
delivers  both  individual  and 
group  reports  on 
turity  using  the  e: 
biblical  discipleship. 

The  TDA  also  provides  help¬ 
ful  and  practical  suggestions 
on  appropriate  next  steps  for 
spiritual  development.  To  learn 
more  about  the  Transforma¬ 
tional  Discipleship  research, 
visit  UfeWayReseardi.com. 
The  TDA  is  available  at  TDA.Ufe- 
Way.com. 

Methodology:  The  survey  of 
2,930  American  adults  who  at¬ 
tend  a  Protestant  church  once  a 
month  or  more  was  conducted 
Oct.  14-22, 2011.  A  demography 
icallv  balanced  online  panel 
was  used  for  the  interviewing. 
Respondents  could  respond 
in  English,  Spanish  or  French. 
The  sample  provides  95%  con¬ 
fidence  that  the  sampling  error 
does  not  exceed  phis  or  mi¬ 
nus  1.8K.  Margins  of  error  are 
higher  in  subgroups. 


Brooks  Ministry  Insurance 


Glorieta 

com  from  p.  t 

for  houses  and  conference  fa¬ 
cilities; 

■  "Permission  for  UfeWay 
to  continue  using  Glorieta  for 
summer  camps; 

■  ‘Accommodation  of  use 
by  New  Mexico  Baptists; 

■  "Preservation  of  memo¬ 
rials  associated  with  rooms 
and  structures;  and 

■  "Prohibition  of  re-sell¬ 
ing  the  facilities  in  the  future 
without  UfeWay's  permis¬ 
sion.* 

Any  sale  also  would  require 
approval  of  UfeWay’s  board 
of  trustees. 


If  sallow  God  loves  every  man  and  wom- 

IXOIICy  gn,  boy  and  gin  in  this  nation. 

com.  from  p.2  Pray  knowing  that  our  needs  all 

raifl*d  Whv?  Parental  love  oritv:  He  wants  America  to  be  a 

dri£  ti^ifeS  £  “  wiU  honor  Him  and 

As  we  learn  more  and  more  ***  W*Y*-  ,  ..  . 

of  Christ,  our  prayers  begin  ^yVnowi^thatrehgious 

to  reflect  more  arid  more  of  liberty  111  one  of  the  roostcni- 

Hia  priorities.  When  you  are  pal 

praying  for  what  you  know  God  ing  an  to  follow  the  dictates  of 
wants  to  do,  you  rejoice  in  the  their  conscience  before  God. 
certainty  He  will  hear  and  He  Prey  knowing  that  leaders  do 
wifl  respond  to  prayers  in  the  matter.  When  we  decide  whom 
direction  He  is  already  going.  to  follow,  we  are  deciding  our 

destination! 

Pray  for  our  nation  in  this 

election  season,  and  stand  in  Kelley  is  president  of  New 

the  Gospel.  Pray  knowing  that  Orleans  Seminary. 


MSL4  udio  llc 


Design  A  Integral  ion  of  Professional  Audio.  Video.  A  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  safes,  service  and  installation 


Correction: 

►  In  the  Oct.  18,  2012, 
edition  of  The  Baptist  Re¬ 
cord,  page  8,  the  2012 
State  Speakers'  Tourna¬ 
ment  Winners,  At-Large 
Division,  are,  from  left, 
William  McCrary,  III;  Aar¬ 
on  Aslom;  and  Rebecca 
Vanderford  The  Baptist 
Record  regrets  the  error. 


Mearinq  is  Believin 


O'^MEMo^ 


(AT  LEFT)  Mrs.  Chrystelle  Thames,  BCV  Director  of  Public  Relations,  accepts  a  donation  of  $559.50  from 
Kaci  Simpson,  President  of  Fellowship  of  Christian  Atheletes  p»  Cleveland  High  School.  Simpson  orga¬ 
nised  the  Walk/Run  and  with  the  support  of  the  students  at  Cleveland  High  School  was  able  to  give  a 
generous  gift  to  The  Baptist  Children's  Village.  (AT  RIGHT)  Luke  Padgett  was  introduced  to  The  Baptist 
Children's  Village  ministry  by  his  grandfather  through  a  visit  to  one  cfThe  BCV  campuses.  Because  of 
that  experience,  Padgett  a  Junior  at  North  Delta  School  and  member  of  Student  Venture,  organised  a 
fundraiser  event  to  benefit  the  ministry.  The  event  Thursday,  November  1,  2012,  will  include  a  student/ 
faculty  basketball  game  and  a  Wal-Mart  gift  card  raffle.  Padgett  is  pictured  with  Mrs.  Chrystelle Thames, 
BCV  Director  of  Public  Relations,  who  had  to  opportunity  to  share  with  the  students  about  the  work  of 
The  Baptist  Children's  Village  during  a  recent  chapel  service. 


HONORS 

Mrs.  Christine  Blount 
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Living  in  Humility*  1  Peter 5:1-14 


Today'*  Scripture  deals  with  a  word 
that  holds  the  solution  to  most  church 
problems  —  humility.  Most  unre¬ 
solved  conflicts  are  the  result  of  self¬ 
ish  and  sinful  pride.  Humility  is  de¬ 
ferring  your  rights  and  putting  others 
before  yourself. 

Peter  gives  instructions  regarding 
humility  to  three  distinct  groups  in 
the  church. 

i.  ELDERS 

To  the  elders  among  you,  I  ap¬ 
peal  as  a  fellow  elder,  a  witness  of 
Christ’s  sufferings  and  one  who  also 
will  share  in  the  glory  to  be  revealed: 
(v.  i,  NIV)- 

‘Elders*  has  a  double  meaning  in 
the  New  Testament.  In  the  earnest 
days,  one  or  more  men  were  appointed 
in  every  church  to  provide  leadership 
and  partoral  care.  They  were  usually 
the  most  mature  men  of  the  church.  In 
time  the  word  ‘elder*  became  synony¬ 
mous  with  “pastor"  and  age  was  not 
as  much  a  factor  as  spiritual  maturity, 
baptists  today  recognize  the  two  of¬ 
fices  of  pastor  (elder)  and  deacon  as 
outlined  in  l  Tim.  3:1-13. 

Here  Peter  gives  specific  instruc¬ 
tions  to  those  woo  lead  the  church: 

I.  Be  Shepherds  of  God’s  Flock  (v. 
sa)  -  Pastors,  staff,  and  all  who  ‘lead* 
the  church  are  called  to  be  shepherds. 
Shepherds  feed  the  flock  by  teaching 
Goas  Word  publicly  and  on  an  indi¬ 
vidual  basis.  Shepherds  also  protect 
the  flock  from  wandering  out  of  God’s 


will  and  attacks  of  false  doctrine. 

2.  Serving  as  Over seers  (v.  zb)  - 

Overseer  carries  the  idea  of  the  person 
in  charge;  the  person  looking  out  for 
the  benefit  of  tne  whole  flock.  A  pas¬ 
tor’s  role  is  to  interact  with  all  staff, 
church  council,  deacons  and  commit¬ 
tees  and  guide  the  church  in  a  way  that 
it  is  healthy  and  balanced.  Humility 
among  church  members  requires  that 
they  un¬ 
derstand  — -  - ■' 

when  they 
want  to 
pursue  a 
specific 
type  of 
minis- 
try  that  it 
must  fit 
into  the 
overall 
plan  and 

budget  of  the  church. 

3.  Not  lording  it  over...b ut  being 
examples  to  the  flock  (v.3)-  A  healthy 
churcn  is  one  m  which  leaders  lead 
with  a  spirit  of  humility,  and  mem¬ 
bers  follow  with  the  same  spirit.  Godly 
pastors  don’t  demand  what  they  want 
from  the  church,  nor  do  godly  church 


submissive  to  those  who  are  older  (v. 
5,  NTV). 

How  many  church  wars  could  have 


How  many  church  wars  could  have 
been  avoided  if  those  of  different  gen¬ 
erations  had  acted  in  mutual  humil¬ 
ity!  Elder  members  are  called  to  be 
bumble,  open,  and  considerate  of  the 
younger  generation  and  their  needs. 
But  younger  members  here  are  here 


cause,  TSod  opposes  the  proud  but 
gives  grace  to  the  humble  ...Your  en¬ 
emy  the  devil  prowls  around  like  a 
roaring  lion  looking  for  someone  to 
1-  devour’  (v.5,8N/v). 


younger  members  here  are  here 

c  o  m  - 
.  manded 


-------  iu  lutruiucis 

P  SIdISS 


with  David  B.  I 


_  .  ,  ■  -  missive 

Erplsre  the  HjJ 

with  David  B.Bishap^^  Th'l't 

means  to 
respect 

rail  their 

and  needs 

it  of  the  church.  and  opinions,  to  heed  their  warnings. 

Not  lording  it  over...but  being  and  don’t  try  to  force  them  into  any- 
ples  to  the  flock  (v.3)- A  healthy  thing. 

■h  is  one  in  which  leaders  lead  Churches  don't  prosper  when  one 
a  spirit  of  humility,  and  mem-  group  tries  to  force  something  on  an- 
ollow  with  the  same  spirit.  Godly  other  group.  Most  growing  churches 
rs  don’t  demand  what  they  want  are  successfully  blending  the  inter- 
the  church,  nor  do  godly  church  eats  of  all  generations  in  a  spirit  of 


from  the  church,  nor  do  godly  church  ests  ot  all  generations  in  a  spml  ot 
members  resist  their  pastors  in  way*  humility.  They  embrace  a  mixture  of 


that  they  have  to  demand  anything. 
Pastors  and  leaders  are  to  set  tne  tone 
for  the  church  by  being  examples  of 
humility. 

a.  YOUNGERS 

"Young  men,  in  the  same  way  be 


styles  of  music,  dress,  and  ministries 
that  meet  the  needs  of  all  members 
and  the  unchurched  around  them. 

3- ALL 

‘All  of  you,  clothe  yourselves  with 
humility  toward  one  another,  be- 


Tbe  church  has  become  the  front 
line  in  the  war  between  God  and  Sa¬ 
tan  in  America.  Satan’s  attack  on  the 
church  is  not  as  much  from  forces  on 
the  outside  as  it  is  from  forces  within 
its  membership.  If  he  can  get  older 
and  younger  members  engaged  in 
battles  with  each  other  over  music, 
dress,  schedules,  or  anything  else 
that  has  no  eternal  significance,  be 
can  devour  our  loved  ones  in  the  pro¬ 
cess.  How?  Because  when  Christians 
are  busy  fighting  one  another,  they 
abandon  the  true  battle  for  the  souls 
of  men,  women,  boys  and  girls.  God  is 
not  happy  with  that. 

Greet  one  another  with  a  kiss  of 
love  (v.  1 4,  NIV). 

This  verse  describes  how  all  Chris¬ 
tians  of  all  generations  and  back¬ 
grounds  ought  to  greet  one  another. 
If  we  truly  want  to  glorify  God  in  our 
lifetimes,  and  leave  a  Christian  legacy 
for  future  generations,  we  need  to  lay 
aside  our  sinful  pride  and  the  self¬ 
ish  desires  that  divide  us.  We  need  to 
humbly  focus  on  meeting  the  needs  of 
others  rather  than  our  own. 

Bishop  is  a  member  of  Harrisburg 
Church,  Tupelo. 


Pray  with  Dependency  •  Acts  4:23-31 

Prayer  is  how  we  communicate  our  people  (the  other  apostles)  and  n 
thoughts  with  God.  How  good  is  our  ed  their  encounter.  Then  signifi< 


thoughts  with  God.  How  good  is  our 
understanding  of  this  two-way  street? 
Our  culture  is  in  a  maelstrom  in  the 
social,  political,  and  moral  bailiwick. 
Act*  4:1-31  gives  us  a  powerful  story 
of  Peter  and  John  praying  after  being 
seized  and  brought  before  rulers,  el¬ 
ders,  and  teachers  of  the  law  (Sanhe¬ 
drin)  in  Jerusalem.  There  also  was 
Annas,  the  high  priest,  and  Caiaphas, 
John,  Alexander,  et  al,  the  same  coun¬ 
cil  of  religious  leaders  who  pressed  Pi¬ 
late  to  crucify  Jesus.  In  order  to  stave 
off  riots  in  tne  community.  Peter  and 
John  were  asked  "By  what  power  or 
name  did  you  heal  that  lame  man?  Pe¬ 
ter’s  answer  (V 10  NIV  Study  Bible)  *... 
know  this,  you  and  all  Israel:  It  is  by 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth, 
whom  you  crucified,  but  whom  God 
raised  firom  the  dead,  that  this  man 
stands  healed  before  you." 

Their  answer  overwhelmed  the  pomp 

and  elitist  arrogance  of  the  rulers.  They 
lost  their  gainsay,  and  were  unable  to 
face  down  Peter  and  John.  I’d  say  they 
were  terrified  and  were  only  able  to 
sputter  a  demand  to  stop  speaking  in 
the  name  of  Jesus.  A  real  encounter 
with  Jesus  always  glows  and  their  re¬ 
ply  “for  we  cannot  help  speaking  about 
what  we  have  seen  and  heard  began 
the  New  Testament  Church.  They  were 
released  and  went  beck  to  their  own 


people  (the  other  apostles)  and  report¬ 
ed  tneir  encounter.  Then  significantly 
they  raised  their  voices  together  and 

"ns,  they  had  previously  been 


they  had  previously  been 
taught  to  pray  because  in  Luke  n  they 
haaASKED  Jesus  to  teach  them.  He 
did,  and  they  were  enabled  to  imitate 
Him.  We’re  encouraged  to  be  frequent 
and  instant  with  our  praying.  He  puts 
proper  words  in  our  mouth,  and  gives 
us  guidelines  of  wisdom,  rules,  a  model 
if  you  will, 

not  to  be  _____ 

bound  by 
those  exact 

BiMe  Studies  fi 

form  and  a  *9|P 

directory.  aftyegy  With  Evelyn  Gib 

evidence 
of  their  ■ 
praye  rs 
heard  and 

answered  came  in  a  powerful  form  - 
a  house  shaking  earth  quake.  They 
were  granted  the  power  to  speak  with 
boldness  they  had  not  had  before,  and 
they  became  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost 
more  than  ever.  We  are  shown  a  way 
to  live  in  actual  dependence  upon  the 
grace  of  God  according  to  what  ea  b 
day  requires.  Here  was  a  fresh  filling, 
a  renewed  awareness  of  the  Spirits 


power  and  presence  in  their  life,  an  un¬ 
used  endowment  from  a  never  ending 
source. 

There  is  a  need  to  be  anointed  with 


Indies  for  Life 

Evelyn  Gibson 


here  in  this  shared  grace  we  learn  to 
live  well  and  have  our  being.  This  new 
church  kept  right  on  growing  by  leaps 
and  bounds  and  finally  included  even 
priests  from  the  opposition  ranks. 

It  is  incumbent  on  all  of  us  to  seek 
the  gift, 
ask  for 
it.  get  it, 
use  it, 
and  then 
go  back 
and  ask 
for  more. 
Talents 
are  to  be 
0.  passed 
around, 
traded, 

increased,  not  buried  under  a  bushel. 
What  if  the  anostles  had  not  prayed  and 
asked  God  for  guidance?  How  many 
opportunities  ofhealing,  enhancement, 
success  do  We  miss  by  putting  prayers 
off  until  a  more  convenient  time? 

Note  in  Arts  5:15  Peter  was  So  em¬ 
powered  that  people  brought  thei.  sick 
to  him  if  only  to  lust  lie  in  his  shadow. 
Was  be  perfect?  No,  but  he  was  secure 


in  Christ  and  he  knew  it.  He  continued 
to  be  teachable,  humble  and  close  to 
the  Holy  Spirit,  growing  in  grace  and 
knowledge  of  our  Lord. 

As  a  community  of  believers,  we  can 
experience  God’s  enrichment  in  our 
Hves,  and  strive  to  pass  it  on.  Begin 
to  pray  often,  alone  and/or  in  groups. 
Life  teaches  us  through  situations,  sce¬ 
narios,  trials,  etc.  bow  to  participate 
in  His  plan.  God's  will  may  not  be  to 
make  our  situations  easier  by  softening 
up  our  circumstances,  (make  us  ‘happy 
campers'),  but  to  strengthen  us,  hum¬ 
ble  us,  ana  make  us  more  effective  for 
Him  in  future  experiences. 

We  learn  from  Peter’s  story  never 
to  shrink  from  a  fully  surrendered  life. 
Puritans  had  a  phrase  ‘the  same  sun 
that  melts  wax  also  can  harden  clay*. 
We  can  allow  God  to  soften  us  or  re¬ 
sist  and  become  hard  as  stone  Expect 
something,  even  an  earth  quake,  when 
we  pray  according  to  his  will.  Expect 
a  stirring  from  God  for  every  prayer 
we  offer  to  Him,  and  become  enabled 
to  share  the  gospel  news.  Remem¬ 
ber  in  our  October  lesson  the  Samari¬ 
tan  woman  at  the  well  was  unable  to 
keep  quiet  about  the  good  news  she 
received?  (Okay,  this  lesson  sounds 
preachy,  sony.) 

Gibson  is  a  member  of  Monticello 
Church,  Monticello. 
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Just  for  the  Record 


BEULAH  CHURCH.  DECATUR,  recognized  members  who  had  perfect  attendance  in 
Sunday  School  for  the  2011  - 12  church  year.  Front  row:  Laveme  Chaney.  Barber# J.  Har¬ 
rison,  Makayla  William*,  Mary  Ann  Kelly,  and  Nathan  KeMy;  back  row,  Billy  William*.  Hailey 
Snowden.  Gary  Pinson,  Judy  Pinson,  Will  Motley,  Nt-rl  Motley,  and  Elton  Bryan. 


CUMBERLAND  CHURCH,  EUkBEN,  ordained  Chase  Owen 
to  the  ministry  Oct  14.  Shown  are  Jay  Parks,  Owen.  Donnie 
Buckner,  and  Ken  White. 


CHURCH.  LEXINGTON, 
honored  pastor  Jack 
Manor  for  hi*  spiritual 
leadership  OcL  17  with 
a  fellowship  meal  and  a 
shawl  from  India.  He  is 
shown  being  prayed  for  by 
the  men  of  the  church. 


Montgomery, 


pastor  Jimmy 


